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SEMINAR DESCRIPTION

This seminar is designed for students of history and neighbouring social sciences as an integral part of TEMA masters programme, but can be studied also as a single course by BA students. The strong interest in European studies is expected; linguistic skills in European languages (particularly French, and languages of Central Europe) are welcome. Seminar combines several types of activities: 1) Lectures on issues in focus, 2) Discussions supported by individual reading, 3) discussions with guests focussed on their research, 4) Presentations prepared by students based on their proper reading or research. 5)  Excursion.

Seminar meets twice a week. 1 seminar meeting represents 2 contact hours. 1 contact hour represents 45 minutes.

Issues in focus: 

The term “region” is one of the most often used words in the present day public and academic discourse in Europe. It is used in the relation to nation states and in the context of European integration. However, region is not a new term, and it is not a new issue. Region is also a concept very useful for historical analysis. “Europe of regions”, “European regional diversities” is very frequently used. Is it pertinent, or is it a cliché? The course aims to look at the issue of region from the perspective of history, geography and sociology. To understand such European processes as building nation states, economic and political integration, tensions between cores and peripheries, resentments to various oppressions, requires orientation in history and cultural geography of Europe in general, and East Central Europe and South Eastern Europe in particular. To understand the discourse about regions, regionalism and regional history, appears to be of outmost importance. Course is based on dialogue, it is organised as a combination of lectures, seminar discussions, workshop style of work.

Course Learning Objectives:

By the end of the semester the students will be able: 

1) to understand various approaches to the concept of region and regionalism in Europe.  

2) to apply various perspectives on European history, particularly modernity/ backwardness, core / periphery.  

3) to address the issues which characterize modernization of East-Central Europe.  

4) to provide understanding of discussed themes in comparative perspective.

5) to practice the debate and to articulate their approach to the problem they would eventually like to research.


Requirements:
General interest in European social history is expected. The course is based on active participation. The teachers will assist the students with the choice of their topic for the essay which is required as final written work. The course will use lecture, seminar discussion, workshop and field work format. Readings will be assigned for the course, and students will be expected to prepare for the class on the basis of the texts and reading questions.

 
Class attendance is mandatory. The unexcused absences will be reflected in the final grade
(half of the final grade progressively)

Evaluation: graded examination, 6 ECTS 

Attendance means participation in the work – reading the texts and participation in class discussions. 

MA students: Individual research project – 10 – 15 pages.

BA students : Reflection of the seminar on 2-3 pages (max. 2000 words) at midterm,  a case study (7-8 pages) based on selected theme based on a reading list. 

  

Written texts may be delivered either in English, French, German or Czech, Slovak, Polish and Russian language.

Class attendance is mandatory. The unexcused absences will be reflected in the final grade
(half of the final grade progressively)


Academic Honesty Policy: Presenting work of another person as one´s own, using unauthorized assistance on exams, submitting the same paper in two classes is not tolerated and may lead to dismissal from the program.


The midterm test for BA students (app. 30 minutes) will be written in the classroom in the sixth week of the program. The midterm test will test basic acquaintance with the issues discussed in the first five weeks.


The final paper (take away essay, 8 - 10 pages) will be handed over for evaluation in the last week of the program.


Assessment BA students:

The grading will be based on attendance and participation in the discussions, midterm essay and final paper.


- Class attendance and active participation: 20%, (3 excused absences will be tolerated) 

- Midterm essay: 30%

- Final Paper: 50 %

Assessment MA students:

The grading will be based on attendance and participation in the discussions, oral presentation  and final paper.

- Class attendance and active participation: 20%, (3 excused absences will be tolerated) 

- Oral presentation: 20%

- Final Paper: 60 %


Readings: Selection of chapters and articles on the CD-Rom, mandatory texts will be in English, optional texts may be also in French and German.

SYLLABUS

(programme will be adjusted after the first meeting according to the structure and linguistic skills of the group)

1 ) 24.2. Introduction to the course  - Notion of the region 

     25.2. Explanation of the seminar format

2) 03.3. - East Central Europe – one region or many regions?  Historiography 

04.3. – Region – as an issue for research in history.

            Modernity and Backwardness as analytical tool.

Mandatory:

Jim Hughes, Gwendolyn Sasse, Claire Gordon (London School of Economics): The Regional Deficit in Eastward Enlargement of the European Union: Top Down Policies and Bottom Up

Reactions. (Working paper of the programme „One Europe or Several?“

Optional:

Martin Ferry: The EU and Recent Regional Reform in Poland, Europe-Asia Studies, Vol. 55, No. 7. (Nov., 2003), pp. 1097-1116.  Stable URL:

http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0966-8136%28200311%2955%3A7%3C1097%3ATEARRR%3E2.0.CO%3B2-8
Michal Illner: The Terrain of Local Politics in the Czech Republic, Centre for Central and Eastern European Studies Working Paper No. 14, Rural Transition Series, The University of Liverpool 1993, ISSN 1464-7745

Michal Illner - Alois Andrle: The Regional Aspect of Post-Communist Transformation in the Czech Republic, Czech Sociological Review, II, (1/1994)

3) 10.3. - General Definitions – public and academic discourse: dictionaries, encyclopaedias 

    11.3. – Region – definitions – approaches - research questions

Mandatory:

Bausinger, Hermann: Folk Culture in a World of Technology, chpt 2, Spatial expansion, p. 32-60., Indiana 1990 (1st. Ed 1961 - Volkskultur in der technischen Welt.) (CD : 1A)

Optional: 

Etienne Juillard, « La région, essai de définition », Annales de géographie, sept-oct. 1962, pp.483-499 

Lucien Gallois, Régions naturelles et noms de pays, Paris, Colin, 1908, chapitres 1 et 2

Marc Abélès, « L’anthropologie à l’épreuve du local » in MABILEAU Albert (sous la dir. de), À la recherche du local, Paris, L’Harmattan, 1993, p. 52-66.

Recommended :

Paul Claval et Etienne Juillard, Région et régionalisation dans la géographie française et dans d’autres sciences sociales, Paris, Dalloz, 1967, pp. 9-29

Marie-Vic Ozouf-Marignier, « Pays », Hypergeo, 2004, http://hypergeo.free.fr/article.php3?id_article=269
4) 17.3. – Notion of the region. Administratif Circonscriptions and „fonctional“ territories

    18.3. – Discussion of the texts - 

Mandatory:

Christaller, Walter. Die zentralen Orte in Süddeutschland. Jena: Gustav Fischer, 1933. (Translated (in part), by Charlisle W. Baskin, as Central Places in Southern Germany. Prentice Hall 1966).  Selection (2B)

Optional:

Marie-Vic Ozouf-Marignier, «De l’universalisme constituant aux intérêts locaux : le débat sur la formation des départements en France (1789-1790)», Annales E.S.C, (6), novembre-décembre 1986, pp. 1193-1213

François Perroux, « Les espaces économiques », Economie appliquée, 1950,n° 1, pp. 225-244

BOIA, Lucian, «Mythes politiques», In : Lucian BOIA Pour une histoire de l’imaginaire. Paris, Les Belles Lettres, 1998, p.183–206.

Paul Vidal de La Blache, « Regions françaises », Revue de Paris, 1910, pp.821-849.

Recommended:

Giacomo Becattini, “Le district marshallien: une notion socio-économique”, in Georges Benko et Alain Lipietz, Les régions qui gagnent, Paris, PUF, 1992.

Jacques Raoul Boudeville, Les espaces économiques, Paris, PUF, 1961, extraits)

5) 24.3. - Notion of the region. Administratif Circonscriptions and „fonctional“ territories

    25.3. – Discussion of the approach of F. Braudel – exposure of the problem

Mandatory:

Anssi Paasi, « Region and place : regional identity in question », Progress in Human Geography, vol. 28, 2003, n°4, pp. 475-485 (3B)

Fernand Braudel: The Identity of France, vol. I, first chapter 

6) 31.3. -  Relativity of regional divisions – Regions in Europe, Europe of Regions

      1.4. -  Midterm essay for BA students

Mandatory:

Celia Appelgate: A Europe of Regions: Reflections on the Historiography of Sub-National Places in Modern Times, AHR Forum. 

Burke, Peter: Popular Culture in Early Modern Europe. Maurice Temple Smith Ltd, London, 1978. (3B)

Optional:

Braudel, Fernand: La lenteur de la circulation. In: Les Structures du quotidien: le possible et l’impossible, Vol I, Chpt. 1.

Etienne Juillard, « Espace et temps dans l’évolution des cadres régionaux », in : coll., Etudes de géographie tropicales offertes à Pierre Gourou, Paris-La Haye, Mouton, 1972, pp. 29-43

Bernard Lepetit, -« Deux siècles de croissance régionale en France : regard sur l’historiographie », in L. Bergeron (ed.), La croissance régionale dans l’Europe méditerranéenne, XVIIIe-XXe siècles, Paris, Éditions de l’EHESS, 1992, p. 21-42.

Paul Vidal de La Blache, « Sur la relativité des divisions régionales », Athéna, 1911, pp. 1-14.

Recommended:

John Agnew, ”Region, place and locality. Introduction”, in J. Agnew et al. (eds), Human geography: an essential anthology, oxford, Blackwell, pp. 366-376.)

Marcel Roncayolo, « Regione », in Ruggiero Romano, sous la dir. de, Enciclopedia Einaudi, Turin, G. Einaudi, 1979, vol. VIII, pp. 772-797. (translated in French)

7)  7.4. Regional Identity

     8.4. Specificities of regions in East central Europe

Mandatory:

Anssi Paasi, “Bounded spaces in the mobile world: deconstructing “regional identity””, TESG: Journal of Economic and Social Geography, vol. 93, 2002, n° 2, pp. 137-148. (4B)

Barna Gábor, Mental Limits – Doubled Worlds, Mentális határok – megduplázott világok. In: Balázs Géza et alii (red.): Folklorisztika 2000-ben. II. Budapest, ELTE. 689–701.Translated in English by Vilmos Keszeg) (3B)

Optional:

Pierre Bourdieu, « L’identité et la représentation. Eléments pour une réflexion critique sur l’idée de région », Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales, n° 35, novembre 1980, pp. 63- 

Guy Di Méo, “L’identité: une médiation essentielle du rapport espace/société”, Géocarrefour, 2002, n° 2, vol.77 http://www.persee.fr/showPage.do?urn=geoca_1627-4873_2002_num_77_2_1569 

Martina Avanza, Gilles Laferté, « Dépasser la « construction des identités » ? Identification, image sociale, appartenance », Genèses, n°61, déc. 2005, pp.134-152. (4B)

Recommended:

Kaplan D. H., “Territorial Identities and Geographic Scale”, pp. 31-49 + Knight D. B., “Afterword: nested Identities – Nationalism, Territory, and Scale”, pp. 317-329, in Herb, G. H. and Kaplan, D. H. (1999): Nested identities: nationalism, territory, and scale, Lanham, Rowman & Littlefield.

Rogers Brubaker, „Beyond  Identity“ or « Au-delà de l’identité », Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales, n° 139, 2001, pp. 66-85 (both versions english and french available) (4B)

 8)14.4. Region and human subject

    15.4. Formulation of hypothesis – projects of students

Mandatory

Borneman, John, 1996 “Narrative, genealogy and the Historical Consciousness: Selfhood in a Disintegrating State”. In: Culture/Contexture. Explorations in Anthropology and Literary Studies. Ed. By E. Valentine Daniel and Jeffrey M. Peck. University of California Press, Berkeley, Los Angeles, London, 1996. 214–235. (5A)

Appadurai, Arjun, “The production of locality” in Modernity at large: cultural dimensions of globalization, Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press 1999, (Library, Dept. of English)

Optional:

Armand Frémont, « Redécouvrir la région », pp. 9-15, « Les régions », pp. 138-161, « L’espace vécu », pp.195-213, in La région, espace vécu, Paris, PUF, 1976 (5A)

Guy Di Méo, « A la recherche des territoires du quotidien », Les territoires du quotidien, Paris, L’harmattan, 1996, pp.35-48. (5A)

 9)21.4.  History and region (history of the region)  

    22.4.  Key words – and research questions

Mandatory:

Miroslav Hroch:  Regional  Memory: the Role of History in  (Re)constructing Regional Identity. (to be published, Pisa 2009)

Optional:

Carbonell, Charles-Olivier – Biloghi, Dominique – Limouzin, Jacques – Rousseau, Frédéric – Schultz, Joseph, 1998 « Entre mythe et histoire ». In: Pour une histoire européenne. Université Paul Valéry – Montpellier III. 1–16.

Fabre, Daniel, 2001 « L’Histoire a changé de lieux ». In: Bensa, Alban–Fabre, Daniel (dir.): Une histoire à soi. Figurations du passé et localités. Paris, Éditions de la Maison des sciences de l’homme. 13–41.

 10) 28.4.  Region and regional aspect

29.4.  Bibliography and sources

Mandatory:

Michael Keating, « Introduction », pp.XI-XV + « Is there a regional level of government in Europe », pp. 568-589, in Regions and Regionalism. in Europe, Edward Elgar, 2004 (7A)

Wilfried Swenden, Federalism and Regionalism in Western Europe. A Comparative and Thematic Analysis, New-York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2006, introduction, chpt.1 and 2. (7B)

Optional

Anne-Marie Thiesse, « Le mouvement littéraire régionaliste (1900-1945), Ethnologie française, XVIII, 1988, 3, pp.220-232.

Denis Chevallier et Alain Morel, “Identité culturelle et appartenance régionale: quelques orientations de recherche », Terrain, 1985, n°5, pp. 3-5 http://terrain.revues.org/document2878.html#txt 

Christian Bromberger et Mireille Meyer, « Cultures régionales en débat », Ethnologie française, 2003, n° 3, pp. 357-361 http://www.cairn.info/article.php?ID_REVUE=ETHN&ID_NUMPUBLIE=ETHN_033&ID_ARTICLE=ETHN_033_0357
 Jean Charles-Brun, Le régionalisme, Paris, CTHS, 2004, chapitre IV (Caractères propres du régionalisme)

 11)  5.5.  Region and regionalisation  

  6.5.  Analysis – interpretation – national traditions of academic writing

Mandatory:

Michael Keating, “Regionalization in Central and Eastern Europe: The Diffusion of a Western Model?”, pp. 51-67, in M. Keating and J. Hughes (eds), The Regional Challenge in Central and Eastern Europe. Territorial Restructuring and European Integration, Bruxelles, Presses Interuniversitaires Européennes, 2003 (8A)

Michal Illner, “Regional Development in the Czech Pepublic before and after the Accession. Some Speculative Scenarios”, Informationen zur Raumentwicklung, Helf 11/12, 2001, pp. 751-756  

Optional:

Daniele Caramani, « State Administration and Regional Construction in Central Europe : A Comparative-Historical Perspective, pp. 21-50, in M. Keating and J. Hughes (eds), The Regional Challenge in Central and Eastern Europe. Territorial Restructuring and European Integration, Bruxelles, Presses Interuniversitaires Européennes, 2003

Frédéric Giraut et Martin Vanier, « Plaidoyer pour la complexité territoriale », pp.143-172, in Françoise Gerbaux (sous la dir. de), Utopie pour le territoire : cohérence ou complexité, La Tour d’Aigues, Editions de l’Aube, 1999

Recommended:

Jean Gottmann, « En étudiant la planification régionale », L’aménagement de l’espace. Planification régionale et géographie, Paris , 1952, pp. 15-33

Jean Labasse, L’organisation de l’espace. Eléments de géographie volontaire, Paris, 1966, extraits

 12) 12.5. Region, Europe and world today

 13.5. Reserve – presentation of projects 

Mandatory:

M. Keating, “Territorial Restructuring and European Integration”, pp. 9-20, in M. Keating and J. Hughes (eds), The Regional Challenge in Central and Eastern Europe. Territorial Restructuring and European Integration, Bruxelles, Presses Interuniversitaires Européennes, 2003 (9A)

Szijártó Zsolt, 2002 Tourism and Regionalism in the Káli Basin. Experiences of a Research (translated from Hungarian by Vilmos Keszeg - Turizmus és regionalizmus a Káli-medencében. Egy kutatás tapasztalatai. Fejős Zoltán–Szijártó Zsolt (red.): Egy tér alakváltozásai. Esettanulmányok a Káli-medencéről. Néprajzi Múzeum. Budapest. 7–21. ) (9B)

Optional:

Bitsch, M.T. (coord.) (2003): Le fait régional et la construction européenne, Bruxelles, Bruylant

Comte, H., Levrat, N. (2006) : Aux coutures de l’Europe : défis et enjeux juridiques de la coopération transfrontalière, Paris, L’Harmattan.

Recommended:

Hooghe, L. et Marks, G. (2001): Multi-level governance and european integration, Lanham, Rowman & Littlefield.(9B)

Weatherhill, S.,”The challenge of the Regional Dimension in the European Union”, pp. 1-31, inWeatherill, S. et Bernitz, U. (edit) (2005): The role of regions and sub-national actors in Europe, Oxford, Hart (9A)

 13) 19.5.  Final evalution of the concept – Conclusion 

       20.05. – Evaluation of essays

